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FOI Ref: OPCC 7 - 2025 
	
Request: Dated 11th June 2025

Request:

Dear FOI Officer,
I am writing to request the following under the Freedom of Information Act, regarding the use of risk assessment checklists in domestic abuse and related services provided or commissioned by your organisation:
1. Is it a standard provision or requirement in contracts with third-party providers of relevant services (e.g. domestic abuse services, victim support), for them to use the DASH risk assessment checklist as part of their service?
1. Is it a standard provision or requirement in contracts with third-party providers of relevant services, for them to use the DARA risk assessment checklist?
If the answer to any of the above is more complicated than a “yes/no”, please provide a short explanation.
If you are able to provide part but not all of the information requested, please do so, rather than rejecting the whole request.
If you are encountering practical difficulties with complying with this request, please contact me as soon as possible (in line with your section 16 duty to advise and assist requesters) so that we can discuss the matter and if necessary I can modify the request.
Please can you acknowledge receipt of this request.


Response: 9th July 2025 

We can confirm that we hold the information which you have requested above. The detailed responses to each question can be found below.

1. Within  the eligibility section of the specification for the Independent Domestic Violence Advisory (IDVA) service it states:

“This service will provide an IDVA Service to victims of domestic abuse who are assessed as high risk in accordance with the recognised Safe Lives Domestic Abuse, Stalking and Harassment (DASH) risk assessment. High risk cases will include individuals subject to 3 incidents within 12 months that are agreed through the MARAC Repeat and Escalation process..”

So the requirement is not for the service to use DASH, but to support victims who have been assessed as high risk under DASH (which is usually undertaken by Police officers prior to referral to IDVA).

Within the referral and assessment section of the specification of our multi-crime victim support service it states:

“The victim referral and assessment process will:-
b) make contact with victims according to an agreed contact methodology, introduce the services and support available and conduct an initial needs assessment to identify the client’s support requirements and whether they are at risk. For victims identified as vulnerable, repeat victims or where they are subject to a severe crime (e.g. domestic abuse, sexual assault etc.) conduct a risk assessment such as that provided by Safe Lives (CADDA) DASH-RIC or an agreed equivalent.


2. No, it is not a standard provision or requirement in contracts with third-party providers of relevant services, for them to use the DARA risk assessment checklist

	


This is a response under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and disclosed in July 2025
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